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Development Context, Core Issues, Reflection and Prospect of Research on People’s
Democracy: A Visual Analysis of Knowledge Graph on Relevant Literature
since the Reform and Opening up

ZHANG Xin & ZHANG Xi-hong
(School of Politics and Law, Northeast Normal University, Changchun, 130117)

Abstract: Since the reform and opening up, the research on people’s democracy has been closely related to
the historical background and actual needs of national construction. The shift of its research themes is obviously
consistent with the inter-generational alternation of the Party and the state’s collective leadership. It is also
closely related to the convening of important Party and state conferences. Its core issues have also shown phased
characteristics with the development of China’s democratic political construction. There are three levels within
the research system of people’s democracy: theoretical connotation, institutional system and political practice. As
for research on people’s democracy, theoretical connotation is its basic category, institutional system is its core
content, and political practice is its entry point and focus. The theoretical researches of the three levels support
each other and jointly build a framework system of research on people’s democracy. Since the reform and opening
up, the research on people’s democracy and the practice of democratic politics have complemented and promoted
each other. In the long run, the relevant research should also focus on actual conditions and needs of democratic
political construction in China. It needs to perfect the systems and institutions that ensure that the people are the
masters of the country, focus on whole-process people’s democracy, and explore the deep integration of people’s
democracy and the modernization of national governance.
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