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From “Two Mountains” Theory to “A Better Life”:

the Chinese Program Driven by Aesthetic Economy

QIU Ye
(School of business,Beijing Institute of Fashion Technology,Beijing,100029)

Abstract: The “Two Mountains” theory with rich aesthetic connotations is the important origin of General
Secretary Xi Jinping's Thoughts on “beauty”, the guiding principle for constructing “Beautiful China” and the
compass for leading China's economic and social development in the new era. Aiming at the systematic analysis
of the aesthetic economy, the paper explores the internal logic between China's construction policy and practice
on “beauty” represented by the “Two Mountains” theory and to construct a substantial transformation from “lucid
waters and lush mountains” to “gold and silver mountains”. The aesthetic economic development path nurtured
by the “Two Mountains” theory is a new economic revolution based on the linkage between supply and demand
to meet the needs of the people for a better life. It is a systematic change in economic production and social life
style. It is also an innovative driving strategy to promote national development with the meaning as the core, the
emotion as the power, and the common prosperity of the people and the overall development of individuals as the
goal. From the “Two Mountains” theory to “A Better Life”, the change embodies the Chinese program of aesthetic
economy driven development, and highlights the new theory and practice of Chinese discourse and approach in
the context of the new era.

Keywords: “Two mountains” Theory, A Better Life, Aesthetic Economy, New Era, Economic Approach
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