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The Spatial Production of Ritual Communication in Fostering a Strong Sense of Community
for the Chinese Nation: A Case Study on the “July 1st” Celebration

ZHAN Xiao-mei" > & ZHAO Xiao-ying'

(1.School of Communication and Design, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou, 510006;
2.School of Marxism, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou, 510006)

Abstract: The spatial production of ritual communication in fostering a strong sense of community for the
Chinese nation refers to the discourse production and identity construction of sense of community which takes
the spatial text of process ritual as its visual object. The symbolic “rhetoric structure” of the representation
of the “July 1st Celebration” consists of the spatial structure of the ritual communication of the sense of
community by means of the symbolic signification of space selection, the way of viewing the space code, and the
sound system of the space code. The embodied practice of non-representational dimension, with representative
and national unity of the subject participation, procedural and narrative mutual construction of the process plots,
embodied and immersive body posture, carries out the spatial performance of the ritual communication of the
sense of community. Therefore, the rhetorical function of representational and non-representational bi-dimensional
resonance is integrated, and the “five identities” are strengthened in the ritual performance of emotional,
spiritual and value space through the use of narrative, modulatory and ideographic discourse.

Keywords: Sense of Community for the Chinese Nation, Ritual Communication, Spatial Production, “July
Ist” Celebration
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