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The Reset of Nature and the Dissolution of Control: The Evolution of Ecological View of
Chinese Path to Modernization from the Perspective of Comparison between China and the
West

DAI Yan-chun
(School of Marxism, Central South University, Changsha, 410083 )

Abstract: From the perspective of comparison between China and the West, the process of Western
modernization begins with the misplacement of nature. Nature was deprived of its sanctity and inner perfection
and became controlled by rational people, and then was placed into the social structure of capital logic and became
the subsidiary of capital proliferation. “Control nature” has become the basic planning and theoretical support
of the whole Western modernization, resulting in the rupture of the relationship between man and nature and
triggering an ecological crisis. Chinese modernization pursues “the harmonious co-existence between man and
nature” which has realized the epochal and historic reset of nature, and requires “respecting nature, conforming
to nature and protecting nature”. It advocates dispelling the modern development orientation of “control nature”
in the practice of Chinese modernization and realizing the historical unity of human and natural society. The
transformation of the ecological concept of “the modernization of harmonious co-existence between humanity
and nature” has shaped a way of thinking from technological rationality to ecological rationality for the world’s
modernization, and provided a Chinese sequential value concern. With the theoretical innovation of the ecological
concept, it has promoted the transformation of human civilization and opened up a vast space for humanity to
move toward the ecological future.

Keywords: Western Modernization, Chinese Path to Modernization, Harmonious Co-existence between

Humanity and Nature, New Form of Human Civilization
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