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Old Frontiers in a New State: Cascading Frontierness and Border Events in Osh, a Marginal
Oasis in Southern Central Asia

LI Ru-dong

(Shanghai Academy of Global Governance and Area Studies, Shanghai International Studies University,
Shanghai, 201620)

Abstract: Since 1991, numerous conflicts in the Osh region, a marginal oasis in the south of Central Asia,
have been significantly associated with the shifting location, spatial compression and temporal layering of the
socio-geographical-historical structure of the region in Central Asia. Cascading frontierness cannot only serve
as an explanation of the deep structure of the issues concerning the ethnic conflicts along borders in the process
of contemporary Central Asian state-building, but also a general phenomenon in the transformation of states in
the Eurasian continent. The examination of the frontierness may promote the integration of academic issues on
frontier studies inside and outside China, as well as the comparative study regarding various types of regional
social systems.
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